CRITICAL THINKING: EXPLORING MARRIAGE

   Many young people have a mythical image of marital bliss- one that resembles TV romantic comedies and dramas, not reality.  Present the following statements to two or three people or analyze your own responses:

T     F   1. A couple is happiest in their first year of marriage.

T     F   2. The best single predictor of marital satisfaction is the quality of a couple’s sex life.

T     F   3. If my spouse loves me, s/he should automatically know what I want or need to be happy. 
T     F   4. No matter how I behave, my spouse should love me simply because s/he is my spouse. 
T     F   5. Couples who cohabit form stable relationships and have less chance of divorce than those who marry without having lived together.
T     F   6.  Marital satisfaction declines the longer a couple is married.
T     F   7.  Marital satisfaction increases after the birth of children.
T     F   8.  As long as people love each other, backgrounds, interests, and values do not matter; after all, “opposites attract”.
T     F   9.  Single people live longer and are happier than married people.

T     F  10. Marriage is a “dying institution”.
· What is your view of marriage?  What things have influenced your view?

· What are the pros/cons of “arranged marriages”, common in other times/cultures?  
